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 SOHACC 2020 OFFICERS

 PRESIDENT:       Michael Wakefield           541- 891-1321           michael@trentofarm.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT:   Cliff Lantz                    530-468-2119          anitalantz@att.net 
SECRETARY:             Judy Neuman              541- 273-3929          neumanj1959@gmail.com 
TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP: Maria Meister 831-235-3031          meister.maria@gmail.com 

2020 BOARD MEMBERS  
Administrative --------- Judi Dunn                   Media-----------------Kathy Graves
Education-------------Gale Emmons                 Outreach-------------- Bill Trento

Events-----------------Veralyn Harelson           Past President--------------Bill Trento

It is the goal of SOHACC to educate and train both horse and
driver to the highest standards of safety possible, in order to

ensure a pleasant, happy, and trouble-free experience in
driving.
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SOUTHERN OREGON HORSE AND CARRIAGE CLUB

SOHACC MEETING MINUTES 

09-16-2020

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM   16 members in attendance

Bill Trento read the mission statement

Treasurer’s Report:  Maria Meister reported that the account contains $5175

Committtee Reports: 

1. Administration: No new info

2. Education: No new info

3. Events: Despooking Clinic (see info below)

Valerie Greenwell’s Playday on Sept. 26

4. Media: No new info

5. Outreach: No new info

6. Historian: Lenayah reported that she received old photos and tapes from Cornelius 
Jannsen, she requested help with cataloguing and archiving these items.

Old Business: Valerie Greenwell’s Playday on Sept 26 . No one has heard any info regarding this  

Despooking Clinic.

Oct. 31, Saturday at 10:00 AM Lown’s will host

Michael and Judi will contact Lowns for details 

New Business: 

New Activities Suggestions from Kathy Graves 

o Covid Bingo – Starts today Ends Before Nov. Meeting 

o Pumpkin Chunkin Smashing pumpkins with carriage wheels (may be scheduled 
for Nov 8th at 3 hats)
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o Book Club – Beginning January – Books will reference carriage driving .Each 
month the host will give a 4-5 minute presentation

o A drive at Grass Lake next spring

o Evaluation of your turn out by a CDE judge

o Harness Deconstruction

o 6 Month activity : Looking up /visiting historical markers (6 markers, taking 
selfies) Jan – June, one photo per month

o 6 month activity: Visiting historic trails, assessing for possible carriage trail. Take 
selfies, one per month.

o McCloud Drive is postponed until next year

o Driving Patch Program

- October meeting Oct .21 st at the Klamath County Museum. Take apart/reassemble 
harness. Bring your harness and a sheet for the floor

7. November Meeting November 18th at Red Rooster 6 PM

8. Nominating committee, Cliff Lantz will head, Need VP and Secretary

9. Christmas Party Dec – Debbie Adkins will look for a place to hold it

Fire Relief Donations. Many organizations helped save animals. Most for free. Michael motion to
send funds to UC Davis, Project Spirit. Kathy suggested sending $200 each to UC Davis and 
Project Spirit. Discussion ensued regarding the amount. Final Amount of $250 to be sent to 
each. 2nd all agreed. 

Adjourned at 6:47

Judy Newman , Secretary  (Transcribed by Virginia Curtis)

We've had a change of season and some cool mornings here in the Basin that
remind us that winter is not far off. We have just a few more weeks of

warm days to drive and ride. SOHACC has some fun activities set up for the
remainder of the year and heading into next year that are Covid-friendly
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and fun for all.  I'll be attaching the information here. Our hearts, prayers
and thoughts are with all who have sustained losses throughout this terrible

fire season.  We are glad to report that our beloved Jacobus Horse Park
survived the Two Four Two Fire. Many others were not so lucky. 

Gale Emmons has submitted an article regarding turning horses loose during
a fire event. Written by Dr. John Madigan.

Valerie Greenwell invited the club to come for a playday at her ranch in
Bonanza on the 26th of September

Thanks to Glenna Van Buskirk for the photos from that event and thanks to
Valerie and Bruce for hosting.

 

See more photos on the SOHACC Facebook! 
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������������ ������������ �������� ��������- ���� ������ �������� �������� �������� ����������?
John Madigan, DVM- Diplomate American College of Animal Welfare

Distinguished Professor – Emeriti

Advisor- UC Davis Veterinary Emergency Response Team

Given the events unfolding throughout California and the many horses residing within the state of 
California, the risk to horses from the extraordinary fire activity is significant. There has been a massive 
expansion in awareness of the need to evacuate early with animals including horses. This has lead to 
public service announcements and numerous web sites with resources providing specific guidance on how
to prepare ahead of time and how to evacuate safely. Yet, as we all know now, fire behavior has changed 
significantly due to many factors and challenged our most experienced and professional fire response 
entities to rethink their approaches based on the new normal of rapidly spreading fire behavior.

In the thirty years I have been involved with disaster response with a focus on the equine I have 
personally seen examples of poor outcomes for horses because of evacuation failures. I have attended 
numerous after-action reviews and listened to first responders and horse owners relay personal 
experiences with the issue of horses confined in the face of impending fire. 

We all have seen the videos of the racing training facility fire and the attempt to save horses' lives by 
opening stalls with the barn rooftops on fire by letting the horses loose. I am aware of an individual who 
suffered a severe brain injury during trailer loading while attempting evacuation of horses with impending
fire visible. I have witnessed the remains of horses confined in pens or stalls and burned to death. I have 
observed one horse turned loose and hit by vehicles and I am aware of many horses injured during flight 
from a fire while loose. The following is an attempt to aid the awareness of those faced with the dilemma 
of no ability to catch, load or lead horses from fires immediately adjacent or completely on top of a barn 
or field containing the horses.

From the horse’s welfare point of view:

What are the three most effective methods for preventing injury to a horse during a wildland fire?

1. Evacuate early

2. Evacuate early

3. Evacuate early

What are the two main options for horses in wildland fires?

1. Shelter in Place

2. Evacuate

What circumstances impede the most desirable approach for the evacuation of horses?

1. Lack of ability to capture horses
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2. Horses which are not trained to load

3. Lack of trailer space for horses on the premise

4. Lack of halters and ropes

5. Young horses, mares and foals, some stallions which complicate handling and loading

6. Impending convergence of flame, heat, smoke making physical presence unsafe for humans

7. Lack of enough people with skills to catch, halter, and lead the number or kinds of horses within the 
facility at risk in a time frame that prevents fire engulfing the facility.

8. Panic by those at the facility when the fire in not an immediate threat

Situation: When a horse facility is in immediate and imminent risk of consumption by fire with no 
defensible space or personnel, will opening field and pasture gates, stalls doors and other restraining 
obstacles allow the horse to run and potentially escape the flames? Yes, and be aware of the following: If 
the safe area the horse has exited is a barn or other facility familiar to the horse they may attempt to return
into that facility even when there are flames present within the facility. It’s not a myth. So, if the decision 
is made to turn horses loose, take precautions to prevent reentry to the danger area by the horse. If horses 
are turned loose immediately notify via 911 of loose horses so first responders in the area can be alerted.

Attempt to create a secondary capture or confinement area and direct horses in that direction if possible. 
Put out a call for horse groups to converge at a distant location but close to where loose horses are and to 
bring halters, grain buckets to facilitate catching horses, and trailers. Most horses, even under stress, will 
key in on the sound of grain in a bucket. I have seen horses attempted to be caught with ropes and halters 
unsuccessfully and immediately approach a handler standing still with grain and a bucket.

How to prevent the need to turn horses loose under direct and immediate threat of injury by

fire?

– Know your county’s equine evacuation plan

– Become an active member of the local evacuation and disaster response team

– Train horses to load, practice evacuation prior to fire season, develop a phone tree for other horse 
people with trailers.

What other factors prevent getting resources to catch, load and haul horses from harm’s way

with impending fire?

1. Inability of volunteers with trailers to enter the area currently under evacuation orders even with the 
immediate risk being low. Roadblocks by government authorities with the orders to allow no one in can 
prevent the needed evacuation resources from getting

to the facilities at risk in a timely fashion.

2. Lack of an organized evacuation team with phone code to show roadblock personnel for safe entry into 
early evacuation authorized by the county office of emergency services working with animal control (not 
many looters are towing horse trailers and wearing cowboy hats)
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3. There are not enough animal control officers to be present and assist all equine evacuations or escort 
haulers into the area under early evacuation orders.

Suggestions and additional comment:

• Have a buddy system and a plan for evacuation and practice that plan before an incident occurs

• Identify your horses before being evacuated or turning loose

– Tags, collars, paint, sharpie pen phone number written on hoofs –

– Take a smart phone picture of the horse(s)

• Evacuate early, even if you do not know where you will take them. Get them out of harm’s way. The 
roads may close and you will NOT be allowed access if you wait too long. Walking (leading horses on 
lead rope and halter) may be your only method.

• Try not to separate horses if moving them as a group leading by rope and halter

• Are horses scared of the smoke alone? - No

• Horses are afraid of the noise and wind created by nearby fires

• Horses become stressed if the people evacuating them are stressed and panicked.

When can you shelter in place?

– If only option- no way out

– Clear at least 100 feet in all directions

– If you would not be safe sheltering in place, your horse wont either

– Attempt to obtain fire suppression team to defend the space or make

assessment if defensible – if not, begin evacuation

– Do not leave horses in the barn

– Remove horses from all nearby structures

– Provide food and water if you have time

– Turn on generator for power and run sprinklers in fields where horses may be sheltered if possible

– I.D. them:

• Paint, tag, collar, sharpie marker pen writing on hoofs, cattle ear tags with info placed in mane, etc. 
(have something in the barn for this)

– Remove blankets

– If possible, hose off horses prior to placing in large field

What can go wrong when you turn horses loose?

- Impede first responder entry because of loose horses on driveways, or roadways
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 - Horse hit by responding vehicle and suffer broken leg or permanent injury

- A first responder or civilian collides with a loose horse and horse rolls into windshield and injuries or 
kills individuals

- First responders or citizens on the ground are run over by loose horses stampeding

- Horses travel further and enter major roadways with traffic

- Horses suffer musculoskeletal trauma including broken limbs, head trauma falling trauma from running 
on slippery road footing, or kick other loose horses, run through fences, barbed wire etc., and obtain flight
related injury

- Horses with halters (especially nylon) may get facial injury from excessive heat but they are easier to 
catch if wearing a halter.

- Horse can hook their halters on fences, posts, and other objects

- Horses with no halters may flee those attempting to catch them with ropes and injury others or 
themselves. Ideally leather breakable halters or a neck broodmare ID type collar is preferable.

A few Do’s and Don’ts from a Guidelines on Loose Livestock in Public Places which I authored and can 
be found in complete form here:

            
 ̀ https://iawti.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk4716/files/local_resources/pdfs/loose_livestock_gui
delines.pdf 

���� restrict the area where the loose animals can travel by immediately closing perimeter gates as soon as 

possible. The first objective is to contain the animal within some zone or area.

���� direct the loose animal to a confined fenced area (pre-identified) and then wait for the animal to calm 

down. When personnel are prepared and have obtained the necessary equipment, move the animal to a 
smaller area to load into a transport vehicle.

���� use the fewest number of people to quietly and slowly move the animals. Animals will become 

agitated if approached by a large group of people.

https://iawti.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk4716/files/local_resources/pdfs/loose_livestock_guidelines.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3pfz0T-gaZWBGKJy-QFWWgjhtWXN7ocD084RboC50aCG47eUzIS926BTg
https://iawti.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk4716/files/local_resources/pdfs/loose_livestock_guidelines.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3pfz0T-gaZWBGKJy-QFWWgjhtWXN7ocD084RboC50aCG47eUzIS926BTg
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���� allow time for the animals to settle down and then move them when all conditions are suitable.

���� attempt to keep loose animals in a group, it is a natural behavior for most livestock to stay in a group.

������'�� allow too many people to get involved or interfere with capture operations as it may subject people 

to risks and injuries.

������'�� be in a hurry. Stay calm, move slowly, and do not encourage the animal to flee by chasing them 

like a predator.

Don’t turn on sirens or lights if approaching loose horses or livestock.

������'�� chase cattle or horses or try to move them with cars or vehicles.

������'�� yell or attempt to act too quickly, which can further scare the loose animal

Conclusion

In my personal opinion, I do believe there are humane grounds for opening confinement areas when 
intense fire is present and is about to engulf a facility. In those circumstances If horses are trapped and 
will surely die if not allowed freedom of movement, releasing them is appropriate. Realize the risk. Make 
your own decision considering all the factors described above and accept that nearly everything about a 
wildland fire carries some degree of risk, even loading horses during early evacuation, which is the 
method of choice.

~~~
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NEW - COVID-friendly SOHACC Activities

We are excited to announce some new activities for members of the Southern

Oregon Horse and Carriage Club. We know these times are challenging with fires,

evacuations, rescues, smoke, self-quarantine vs not quarantining, figuring out how

big a group is safe in which to gather, social distancing, frustration at the

cancellation of events, etc., so we have created some fun activities you can do on

your own or with just a couple of other people.

Here is a list of the activities and the calendar dates they cover:

Due Nov. 18, 2020 SOHACC Bingo

Jan. thru June, 2021 Visit Historic Markers

Jan. thru Dec. 2021 Book Club and Reports

Due April 1, 2021 Turnout Evaluations

July thru Dec. 2021 Visit Historic Trails

On your own ADS Hours to Drive
We have created a little 7-page booklet in which details are provided for each

of these activities. Please contact Kathy Graves at: kgraves@4fast.net to have the

booklet emailed to you. If you do not use email, please give Kathy a call at: 530-842-

5636 so she can mail you a hardcopy. If you call and have to leave a message, please

make sure your current and correct mailing address is on the membership list, or

include your complete mailing list in the voicemail.

We hope many of you will participate and just have some fun with these.
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Check out our website: SOHACC website www.sohacc.org  

We'd like to encourage you to get involved to make these events even more fun and
exciting. 

Remember: This is YOUR club.

 
Look for more information on our events calendar.

. 

If you are hosting an event or know of one in your area, contact 
 SOHACC events coordinator Veralyn Harelson

sohacc.events@gmail.com

Look for the 2020 events calendar on the website: sohacc.org

Happy Birthday October!

     

http://www.sohacc.org/
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Don't forget we have a Facebook for SOHACC ! Media Officer Kathy Graves
and the other administrators add items of interest to the club and

reminders there.

Please send newsletter submissions to Virginia Curtis-Threadgill at:
vcurtisjobs@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENTS and 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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Glinkowski “Pony Sport” carriage for sale.  Gently used and in excellent condition.
Designed for large pony, cob, or single horse.  The dark green color with delicate white stripe

including brass fittings and appointments makes for a lovely presentation and is CDE suitable.  
Weight 430lb.   Features: Seats 4,  Double front seat, Driver’s wedge on track sliding

front/back/center, Rear disc brakes with stainless steel discs, Elliptical (rear) 3-point spring
(front) suspension, Adjustable independent closed marathon shafts, Rear Seat cushions, Whip
socket, Removal snap-in rubber floor mats, Spares compartment under front seat, Removable
lamp brackets, Two-tiered back step.  Cover included. Overall measurements: 70”L x 49 ½”w x

60 ½ h.  Located in Alturas, CA.   (additional cost if needing help with transportation)
$3500     Contact (530) 233-8488 
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Measures 3 ft. long by 2 ft. wide by 10 inches deep.  Comes with parts to attach
to a lawn tractor or ATV.  Pin holds bed down until it is removed.  I have hauled

a lot of stuff with this wagon, but since my back injury it is just too heavy for
me – that’s the only reason I am selling it.  Contact Kathy Graves.   Price is firm.

Wanted: ISO lightweight training cart for small horse/large pony. In any
restorable/usable condition. Reasonably priced.

Contact Gale Emmons 

 Reminder: 
Classified Ads are free to SOHACC members

Contact: Virginia Curtis-Threadgill 

vcurtisjobs@gmail.com

mailto:vcurtisjobs@gmail.com
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SOUTHERN OREGON HORSE and CARRIAGE CLUB  

P.O. Box 7584

Klamath Falls, OR  97602  


